
 

caritas europa is the network of Caritas organisations on the European continent – http://www.caritas.eu   

 

Brussels, Wednesday 24 June 2015 

Press Release on the occasion of the European Summit on 25-26 June 

Don’t look the other way! Resettlement can save 

millions of people from the limbo of refugee camps 

European Union leaders are meeting on 25-26 June to discuss the EU Migration Agenda. Caritas 

Europa encourages them to support and even enhance the Commission proposal of resettling 

20,000 refugees in the EU during the next two years. 

Leza fled Syria with her family and lived in a Lebanese refugee camp for two years. “I was attacked by 
three Syrian soldiers. My daughter witnessed the attack and was traumatized by this incident. After two 
years in a refugee camp, our family was resettled in the United States. It is only since then that we feel 
that we can move on with our lives.” 
 
The migration tragedies that we are repeatedly witnessing along our borders are to a large extent caused by 

Europe’s strict migration policies and lack of solidarity. Europe is failing to take into account the human 

dignity of migrants and refugees. But there are solutions available.  

Caritas Europa reiterates its call for safe and legal channels for people to safely reach Europe, as 

acknowledged in the European Agenda on Migration; which suggests a resettlement scheme for 20,000 

refugees during the next two years to EU member states. Considering the real number in need, this is 

a more than doable, small request of all EU member states. Agreeing on more resettlement places in fact 

would be a more just way to go towards contributing, along with the international community, to save 

millions of people from the limbo of refugee camps.  

“We wish to hear EU leaders say, ‘yes, we can’ to refugees. Yes, to saving lives, yes to relocation, yes 

to resettlement. Because Europe could if it only wanted to,” said Caritas Europa’s Secretary General, 

Jorge Nuño Mayer.  Migration is not a crime and EU leaders must take a strong stand on solidarity, 

protection and human dignity of refugees and migrants.” 

Caritas Europa urges the member state leaders gathering at the Summit to accept the proposal of 

the European Commission and commit to implementing a two-year-plan to resettle at least 

20,000 refugees. It’s the minimum considering the extent of suffering of migrants upheld in 

camps. 
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Related documents: 

 Caritas Europa on World Refugee Day, 20 June 2015 

 Caritas Europa on EU Migration Agenda 

 Caritas Europa letter to the Extraordinary Council on 23 April 2015 

 Recommendations for safe and legal paths to protection in the EU 
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