
Stop further suffering in Ukraine

Press statement

Caritas Europa strongly condemns the large-scale military 
intervention in Ukraine and brutal aggression towards its 
people. We deplore the consistent attacks on civilian lives and 
civilian infrastructure witnessed over the past days. Such acts 
of aggression endanger international stability and peace and 
bring international law into disrepute.

As of today, UNHCR estimates that more than 500,000 people have fled into neighbouring 
countries and many more are internally displaced. We attest that these numbers are 
growing rapidly, together with protection needs. Caritas Europa urges all parties to the 
conflict to adhere to their responsibilities under International Humanitarian Law and Human 
Rights Law. All parties must ensure the protection of civilians and civilian objects during 
hostilities and enable urgent and unimpeded delivery of humanitarian assistance to those 
affected, as well as enabling safe access to humanitarian workers. We urgently call for an 
immediate cessation of hostilities and a return to meaningful diplomacy to prevent further 
deterioration of an ongoing humanitarian crisis in Ukraine and its neighbouring countries.

While feeling deeply distressed by such horrific violence, we are heartened by the response 
of those inside Ukraine, in its neighbouring countries and across Europe to the plight of 
those affected. We recognise the resilience and perseverance of Caritas in Ukraine, its staff 
and partners as they continue their invaluable work under such difficult circumstances. 
We hold the utmost respect for the many volunteers – Caritas and otherwise – who work 
tirelessly inside Ukraine and at its borders to ensure that humanitarian assistance can 
reach those in need.

Caritas Europa is encouraged to learn of the opening of European borders to provide 
refuge to Ukrainian citizens fleeing the conflict, as well as the provision of safe pathways 
to provide accommodation and assistance to third country nationals who are leaving 
Ukraine, we call for this to be continued at least for as long as the conflict perseveres. Once 
again, Caritas Europa expresses its firm and unconditional solidarity as a network to those 
affected by these acts of war. We will continue to advocate for a peaceful resolution to the 
conflict and increase our engagement and support to alleviate the suffering of the people, 
both in the country and on the move.

Notes to editor

• For an update on the situation in Ukraine, please follow Caritas Internationalis’ virtual press 
conference on 1 March at 10:30 CET with Ms. Tetiana Stawnychy, President of Caritas Ukraine, and Fr. 
Vyacheslav Grynevych, Executive Director of Caritas-Spes Ukraine 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89660272436?pwd=bnpjTm5mS21VSWFybDExYmxFWTY0dz09 
ID meeting: 896 6027 2436 
Passcode: 546525
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Caritas Europa is a network 
of 49 member organisations 
in 46 European countries and 
one of the 7 regions of Caritas 
Internationalis. Our members 
assist and provide services to 
millions of people in need.

Caritas Europa aims at lifting 
people out of poverty by 
empowering them and by 
influencing unjust structures 
and unfair policies that keep 
people trapped in positions of 
disempowerment.
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