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31 January 2023 

From malaise to rebirth 
Research launched by Caritas Europa and Don Bosco International on the social and 
professional future of young people in post-Covid Europe. 

New research by Caritas Europa and Don Bosco International into the impact of COVID-19 restrictions on 
Vocational Education and Training (VET) reveals that over 57% of young people interviewed consider their 
education inadequate compared to before the pandemic. 

The pandemic hit young people from disadvantaged backgrounds particularly hard. They had difficulties with e-
learning and suffered from the digital divide in which those with better access to technology and fast Internet 
connections found it easier to continue learning. The research findings are based on 375 surveys completed by 
students aged between 14 and 22 who have been relying on Caritas’ social services or attending VET centres run 
by Don Bosco in Albania, Finland, Greece, Italy and Portugal. 

“‘We are seriously concerned about the current number of young people at risk of poverty in Europe. At the 
end of 2020, more than 700,000 young people in the EU were not in employment, education or training 
(NEETs). The impact of the pandemic and subsequent economic crisis on our young people and their 
employability calls for urgent policy actions.” 
 
Fr. Miguel Ángel García Morcuende, President of Don Bosco International 

 
Due to a lack of combined education and training opportunities during the pandemic, more than half of the young 
people interviewed feel they are underprepared to enter the workforce, while a significant proportion, over 30% in 
Italy, declared they are not prepared to enter the workforce. This explains the lower number of students 
transitioning from school into the workforce from 2020 to 2022.  
 

“We must seize this unique opportunity to build a bridge between the 2022 European Year of Youth and the 
2023 European Year of Skills. The EU should promote intergenerational solidarity and guarantee an 
accessible and inclusive reskilling and upskilling process for all, leaving no one behind.” 
 
Maria Nyman, Secretary General of Caritas Europa 
 

According to the research, the sectors where students were most affected were those connected to the hospitality 
industry (tourism/restaurants/hotels) and to wellness/personal care services. For many, it was impossible to travel 
abroad, and less than 9% of the interviewees participated in international exchange experiences abroad. For 
Caritas Europa and Don Bosco International, it is crucial to reinforce the European programme in support of young 
people - the Youth Guarantee - through coherent actions and intergenerational solidarity. 
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Notes to editor 

The research launch takes place at the Chapel for Europe, Rue Van Maerlantstraat 22-24 B, 1040 Brussels 

Date and time: 31 January 2023, 16:00 (CET) 

Programme: 16:00 - 17:30 Launch event 

18:00 Holy Mass celebration 

19:00 Buffet dinner to celebrate Don Bosco feast day 

Introductory remarks: Sara Sechi (Don Bosco International), Fr Gildasio Dos Santos Mendez (SDB General 
Councillor for Social Communication) and MEP Patrizia Toia (S&D) 

Presentation of report: Shannon Pfohman (Caritas Europa) and Renato Cursi (Don Bosco International) 

Policymakers’ response: Joao Santos (DG EMPL) and MEP Miriam Lexmann 

Concluding remarks: Maria Nyman (Caritas Europa) and Sara Sechi (Don Bosco International)  

Registration: via registration form or by email to dbi@sdb.org 

 

 

 

Co-funded by the European Union 

 

Views and opinions expressed are however those of Caritas Europa only and do not necessarily reflect those of the European Union or 
the European Commission. Neither the European Union nor the granting authority can be held responsible for them. 
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Caritas Europa 
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Media Officer 
Tel: +32 (0)2 235 03 94 
Mob: +32 (0)478 58 54 35 
sdabbous@caritas.eu 
 
Don Bosco International 
Sara Sechi 
Executive Secretary 
Mob: +32 494 549 698 
dbi@sdb.org 
 

About Caritas Europa 
Caritas Europa is a network of 49 member 
organisations in 46 European countries and one of the 
7 regions of Caritas Internationalis. Our members 
assist and provide services to millions of people in 
need. 
 

About Don Bosco International 
Don Bosco International is the body that represents the 
Salesian Congregation to the European Institutions. 
Cooperating with other Salesian networks and NGOs with 
presence in several countries of Europe, DBI coordinates 
the Salesian voice in the EU and promotes their 
programmes and actions. 
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